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We're Staying the Course — Raising Belt Use To 79.9%

Despite an increased enforcement effort in 2006, the state’s seat belt usage rate dropped from 80%
to 78.6%. In 2007, we are happy to report that our combined efforts raised the rate back up to 79.9%

statewide.

Members of the VACP and our staff worked hard to support the bill for a primary seat belt law by
educating our legislators and the public on its benefits, but the bill was defeated again in 2007 by the

Virginia House of Delegates.

We still have a long way to go to meet our state goal of 82%. For 2008, the enforcement community
again has stepped up to the plate and we continue our efforts to reach that goal of an 82% usage rate.
The VACP again will do its part to help the law enforcement community by providing them with the

training, resources and support s

they need to make this happen.
CITATIONS FOR 2005 2006 2007 CHANGE
safety belt 5,975 7,470 7,030 -440
child safety seat 1,004 1,261 1,250 -1
speeding 27,590 30,104 31,094 + 990
dui 1,132 1,177 1,133 -44
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2003 2004 2005 2006 2007
persons killed 942 922 946 961 1,026
persons injured 78,842 78,487 76,023 73,348 68,822
total crashes 154,848 153,907 153,849 151,692 145,405
\ %

Sadly, there were 65 more people killed in crashes in 2007 than in 2006 despite our increase in belt use
and decrease in total crashes by more than 6,000. We have determined that this overall increase in the
number of fatalities is due to an unusually large increase in the number of motorcycle fatalities — a
73% increase from 2006 to 2007. On the positive side there were:

o 6,287 FEWER crashes in 2007 than 2006; and,
o 4,526 FEWER persons injured in 2007.

Only 7.5% of the state’s total crashes in 4 N
2007 were alcohol-re.lated, which was the VIRGINIA MOTORGYCLE FATALITIES
same percentage as in 2006 and still well CALENDAR YEARS 1985 — 2007*

below the national average
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The percentage of speed-related crashes
rose from 5% in 2006 to 12% in 2007, due i3
to the spike in motorcycle crashes. "

As Virginia's resident population, number o \’\ A

of motorists and miles traveled continues \ W

to rise in 2007, we recorded more fatalities,
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but fewer crashes and injuries. It's clear FEEEE S E TS PSS
that, without our dedicated law enforce- e e e e

ment and public education efforts, the S =

picture COUId have been mUCh worse. |n Department of Motor Vehicles ”:,f Virginia Highway Safety Office

2008, we are dedicating more resourcesto \_ %
reduce motorcycle crashes and fatalities by

stepping up our education, training and enforcement efforts. We have added a special motorcycle traffic
enforcement award to our 2008 Virginia Law Enforcement Challenge program to encourage agencies to
make motorcycle safety a priority.

The VACP is committed to assisting and leading the law enforcement agencies in Virginia in our com-
prehensive efforts to save lives on Virginia highways. Our effectiveness continues to be measured in
the participation of our agencies in our enforcement and education programs, and in reaching our
goals of increased safety belt usage and a decrease in traffic crashes, fatalities and injuries.

2007 National Law Enforcement Challenge *






