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2017 VIRGINIA LAW ENFORCEMENT CHALLENGE APPLICATION 
Applications are due to VLEC@vachiefs.org by Friday, May 5, 2017, by 11:59 PM 

Click here for a copy of the LEC How-To Guide: http://bit.ly/22aMcCW 

Agency (as it would appear on an award): Montgomery County Sheriff’s Office 

Agency Category: Sheriff’s Offices 

Total Number of Sworn Personnel: 116     Total Number of Uniformed Officers on the Street: 36 

Submitter(s) (main point of contact for application): Lt. Mark Hollandsworth 

Department: Montgomery County Sheriff’s Office 

Address: 1 East Main Street                 City: Christiansburg            State: VA            Zip: 24073 

Submitter Phone: 5403826915 ext#44403   Submitter Email: hollandsworthme@montgomerycountyva.gov 

Department Head: Sheriff Charles H. Partin   Email: partinch@montgomerycountyva.gov 

APPLICATION ATTACHMENTS PACKET 

CHECKLIST 

Each attachment should be no longer or larger than 10 

pages and 10 MB. 

NLEC Application (required) 

Speed Awareness Narrative (required) 

Speed Awareness Policies (required) 

Impaired Driving Narrative (required) 

Impaired Driving Policies (required) 

Occupant Protection Narrative (required) 

Occupant Protection Policies (required) 

State/Local Issue Narrative (required) 

State Local Issue Policies (required) 

Special Award Application(s) (1 

attachment including narratives and 

policies for each award) (optional) 

  

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

_____ 

_____ 

  

  

SPECIAL AWARD CONSIDERATIONS 

Impaired Driving* 

Occupant Protection* 

Speed Awareness* 

Bike/Pedestrian Safety 

Commercial Motor Vehicle Safety 

Distracted Driving 

Motorcycle Safety 

Technology 

Traffic Incident Management 

State/Local Issue is Special Award 

Consideration**   yes            no 

If yes, which one?  

_____________________________________ 

X 

X 

X 

_____ 

_____ 

_____ 

_____ 

_____ 

_____ 

 

NO

  

  

  

*Your agency is automatically considered for this 

Special Award upon submission of NLEC application 

**Cannot be Speed Awareness, Impaired Driving, or 

Occupant Protection; must be chosen from other 

Special Awards 

Please continue to Pages 2-4 for Submission Disclosure Questions 

mailto:VLEC@vachiefs.org
http://bit.ly/22aMcCW
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SUBMISSION DISCLOSURE QUESTIONS 
Please answer the following questions to the best of your ability. 

1. Total roadway crashes in 2014: 1491 

2. Total roadway crashes in 2015: 1744 

3. Total roadway crashes in 2016: *1568 (preliminary data) 

4. Total fatal crashes in 2014: 4 

5. Total fatal crashes in 2015: 6 

6. Total fatal crashes in 2016: *5 (preliminary data) 

7. Total injury crashes in 2014: 500 

8. Total injury crashes in 2015: 597 

9. Total injury crashes in 2016: *613 (preliminary data) 

  

  

 IMPAIRED DRIVING 

For guidance on completing your Impaired Driving attachments, please refer to page 5 of the How-To Guide: 

http://bit.ly/22aMcCW 

1. This agency has a written policy making impaired driving enforcement a priority: yes X no____ 

2. Number of officers who received training in 2016 in impaired driving: 23 

3. This agency participates in officer recognition programs for impaired driving detection and apprehension: 

yes X no____ 

4. Number of Impaired Driving Arrests in 2014: 121 

5. Number of Impaired Driving Arrests in 2015: 103 

6. Number of Impaired Driving Arrests in 2016: 79 

7. Total number of fatal and injury crashes related to Impaired Driving in 2016: *53 (preliminary data) 

8. Percentage of fatal and injury crashes related to Impaired Driving in 2016: 3.4% 

9. This agency is allowed to conduct Impaired Driving Checkpoints: yes X no____ 

10. Number of Special Enforcement Efforts in 2016 for Impaired Driving (saturation patrols, checkpoints, 

etc.): 42 

11. Output Statistics: How many DUI citations were issued in target areas?: 7 

12. Output Statistics: How many DUI citations were issued during the target times?: 7 

13. Output Statistics: How many contacts were made? (total): 1307 

14. Output Statistics: How many contacts in target areas?: 1307 

  

 

http://bit.ly/22aMcCW


3 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OCCUPANT PROTECTION 

For guidance on completing your Occupant Protection attachments, please refer to page 6 of the How-To Guide: 

http://bit.ly/22aMcCW 

1. This agency has a written policy making safety belt and child passenger safety enforcement a priority:  

yes X no____ 

2. This agency has a written policy requiring officer safety belt use: yes X no____ 

3. Does your state have a Primary Seat Belt Enforcement Law?: yes____ no X 

4. Your state’s average safety belt use percentage rate in 2016: 87.9% 

5. Your jurisdiction’s safety belt use percentage rate at the beginning of 2016: 81% 

6. Your jurisdiction’s safety belt use percentage rate at the end of 2016: 81% 

7. Number of officers who received training in 2016 in occupant protection: 2 

8. This agency participates in Saved by the Belt/Air Bag (officer and/or citizen) awards programs: yes X no____ 

9. Number of Seat Belt Citations in 2014: 28 

10. Number of Seat Belt Citations in 2015: 47 

11. Number of Seat Belt Citations in 2016: 22 

12. Number of Child Seat Citations in 2014: 11 

13. Number of Child Seat Citations in 2015: 6 

14. Number of Child Seat Citations in 2016: 3 

15. Number of Special Enforcement Efforts in 2016 for Occupant Protection: 35 

16. Output Statistics: How many citations were issued in target areas?: 72 

17. Output Statistics: How many citations were issued during the target times?: 72 

18. Output Statistics: How many contacts were made? (total): 188 

19. Output Statistics: How many contacts were made in target areas?: 188 

  

 SPEED AWARENESS 

For guidance on completing your Speed Awareness Submission attachments, please refer to page 8 of the How-To 

Guide: http://bit.ly/22aMcCW 

1. This agency has a written policy making speed enforcement a priority: yes X no____ 

2. Number of officers who received speed-related training in 2016: 49 

3. This agency participates in officer recognition programs for speed detection and apprehension: yes____ 

no X 

4. Number of Speeding Citations in 2014: 843 

5. Number of Speeding Citations in 2015: 546 

6. Number of Speeding Citations in 2016: 178 

7. Total number of 2016 fatal and injury crashes related to speed: 121*(preliminary data) 

8. Percentage of 2016 fatal and injury crashes related to speed: 7.7% 

9. Number of Special Enforcement Efforts in 2016 for Speed: 80 

10. Output Statistics: How many citations were issued in target areas?: 227 

11. Output Statistics: How many citations were issued during the target times?: 227 

12. Output Statistics: How many contacts were made? (total): 328 

13. Output Statistics: How many contacts were made in target areas?: 328 

 

http://bit.ly/22aMcCW
http://bit.ly/22aMcCW
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STATE/LOCAL ISSUE 

Your State/Local Issue cannot be Impaired Driving, Occupant Protection, or Speed Awareness. For guidance on 

completing your State/Local Issue attachments, please refer to page 9 of the How-To Guide: http://bit.ly/22aMcCW  

1. This agency has a written policy making this issue a priority: yes____ no 

2. Number of officers who received training related to this issue in 2016: ________ 

3. This agency participates in officer recognition programs for this issue: yes____ no____ 

4. Number of citations issued involving this issue in 2014: ________ 

5. Number of citations issued involving this issue in 2015: ________ 

6. Number of citations issued involving this issue in 2016: ________ 

7. Total number of 2016 fatal and injury crashes related to this issue: ________ 

8. Percentage of 2016 fatal and injury crashes related to this issue: ________ 

9. Number of Special Enforcement Efforts in 2016 for this issue: ________ 

10. Output Statistics: How many citations were issued in the target areas?: ________ 

11. Output Statistics: How many citations were issued during the target times?: ________ 

12. Output Statistics: How many contacts were made? (total): ________ 

13. Output Statistics: How many contacts were made in target areas?: ________ 

14. How many special team enforcement details were directed at the State/Local Issue (not routine patrol)?: 

________ 

 

http://bit.ly/22aMcCW


MONTGOMERY COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE 
An Accredited Agency 

C.H. “Hank” Partin, Sheriff 

 

 

IMPAIRED DRIVING 

 
The Montgomery County Sheriff’s Office is a full service agency, providing law enforcement, 
civil service, courthouse security, jail operations, and specialized teams.  Our county spans 392 
square miles, including the Town of Christiansburg and the Town of Blacksburg, where high 
concentrations of people reside.  Those areas outside the corporate town limits are generally 
considered more rural and less densely populated.  According to the 2016 census, 
approximately 98,602 people reside in our county, with estimates showing us breaking the 
100,000 mark in the next three years.   
 
There are several major roads which dissect the county including: Interstate 81, US Routes 11 
and 460, major State Routes 8, 114, and 177, along with multiple other state routes connecting 
us to our surrounding neighbors.   
 
PROBLEM IDENTIFICATION: 
The Montgomery County Sheriff’s Office currently has 36 deputies assigned to our patrol 
division, with traffic enforcement being one of their many responsibilities.  Our Sheriff’s Office 
is committed to protecting the public from impaired drivers who may do harm to those around 
them.  Our agency conducts DMV grant based selective enforcement which provides additional 
people to conduct patrols looking specifically for impaired drivers.  These campaigns generally 
coincide with national campaigns such as ‘Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over’ and ‘Operation Strike 
Force’ just to name a few.  Additionally, we also focus around holidays, which statistically have 
shown higher impaired drivers on the roads. 
 

 



Most eating establishments which serve alcohol are located in the towns of Christiansburg and 
Blacksburg, requiring residents who live in the outlying areas of the county to drive to their destination 
of choice.  When they choose to have an alcoholic beverage or if they abuse illegal or prescribed drugs, 
they become a risk to every resident in their path.   
 

PLANNING: 
When planning Impaired Driving specialized enforcement, we utilize target areas and times 
based on statistics provided by the Virginia Highway Safety Office.  By utilizing this data, we can 
concentrate deputies in statistic driven areas where we have seen crashes and injuries related 
to impaired driving.  The below chart shows the last four year’s data involving crashes related 
to alcohol impairment. 

 

 



Not only are the enforcement efforts mobile patrols, but our agency also conducts checkpoints 
to locate impaired drivers. 

 
 
 
TRAINING: 
During 2016, there were two deputies who completed the New River Criminal Justice 
Academy’s basic law enforcement class, which included specialized training in impaired driving 
detection and field sobriety testing.  All deputies assigned to our patrol division have had 
training in impaired driving detection and testing, in addition to select deputies assigned in our 
civil, warrants, street crimes, and investigations divisions.  Additionally, 21 deputies received 
recertification or in-service in impaired driving and alcohol related training.  This agency strives 
to keep its personnel trained in the newest techniques to make enforcement easier in every 
facet. 
 
 
PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION: 
The Montgomery County Sheriff’s Office does countless public events throughout the county to 
emphasize the importance of reducing impaired driving.  These events reach thousands of 
community members throughout the year.  In addition, our DARE program is taught in all of our 
county elementary schools.  This program stresses the importance of good decisions and how 
one bad decision, such as driving impaired, can impact your entire life.  Our DARE instructor 
brings in judges to talk with the fifth graders to relay stories about people he’s seen come 
through his courtroom.   
 

 
 
 
 



 
We are also able to impact our youth at the high school level through several cooperative 
programs our school resource officers organize with their YOVASO groups.  Save Your Tailgate 
and Arrive Alive are complimented throughout the year with the DUI golf cart program and a 
mock crash.  Students operate the golf cart on a course while wearing our impaired vision 
goggles.    

 
 

 
In addition to our social media outreach through Facebook and Twitter, our SRO’s have been 
using their YOVASO participants to help spread the word.  Recently a group of middle school 
students appeared on a local television station to promote their Arrive Alive campaign. 
 
 
ENFORCEMENT: 
In 2016, the Montgomery County Sheriff’s Office made 79 impaired driving arrests in the 
county.  Of those arrests, seven were made during selective enforcement in targeted times and 
locations, funded through DMV grant money.  1307 contacts were made during the grant 
enforcement activities, which included two checkpoints and 42 saturation patrols.             
 
 
OUTCOME: 
We had a successful 2016 with no fatal crashes related to impaired operations and our serious 
related crashes dropped as well from 16 in 2015 to 9 in 2016.  It is my hope that the diligence of 
our hardworking deputies continues in making positive gains.  Emphasis will continue to be 
placed on impaired operations in Montgomery County in order to drive numbers down further.  



The Montgomery County Sheriff’s Office is committed to the safety and well-being of our 
citizens and visitors.  As you can see from the below excerpt from our mission statement:  
 

At its core, our mission is to prevent and reduce crime, and through a 

partnership with our community, create a better quality of life for all citizens. 

 

Our mission includes: 

 Effective crime prevention programs 

 Proactive school safety initiatives 

 Deputies approachable by the public 

 Accountable to all citizens 
  

We emphasize partnering with our community and creating a better quality of life, along with 
being accountable to all citizens.  This agency will continually strive to reduce the number of 
impaired operators, whether alcohol, prescription or illegal drug, in order to make our roads 
safe.  In doing so we will keep the commitment to our citizens and preventing senseless injuries 
and deaths by persons acting with a reckless disregard for others. 
 
 



Montgomery County Sheriff’s Office 

Impaired Driving Policy 

The Montgomery County Sheriff’s Office does have policy specifically related to the 

expectations of deputies when coming into contact impaired drivers and related testing to 

determine impairment. 

   



 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



MONTGOMERY COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE 
An Accredited Agency 

C.H. “Hank” Partin, Sheriff 

 

 

OCCUPANT PROTECTION 

 
The Montgomery County Sheriff’s Office is a full service agency, providing law enforcement, 
civil service, courthouse security, jail operations, and specialized teams.  Our county spans 392 
square miles, including the Town of Christiansburg and the Town of Blacksburg, where high 
concentrations of people reside.  Those areas outside the corporate town limits are generally 
considered more rural and less densely populated.  According to the 2016 census, 
approximately 98,602 people reside in our county, with estimates showing us breaking the 
100,000 mark in the next three years.   
 
There are several major roads which dissect the county including: Interstate 81, US Routes 11 
and 460, major State Routes 8, 114, and 177, along with multiple other state routes connecting 
us to our surrounding neighbors.   
 
PROBLEM IDENTIFICATION: 
The Montgomery County Sheriff’s Office currently has 36 deputies assigned to our patrol 
division, with traffic enforcement being one of their many responsibilities.  Due to our rural 
roads, occupant protection has its challenges.  After dark we are not afforded as much 
opportunity to see violations due to most roads not being lit.  Additionally, safety belt violations 
are a secondary offense, sometimes making it difficult to conduct a lawful stop.  However, the 
Sheriff’s Office is committed to protecting not only unrestrained children, but also adults in a 
vehicle.   
 
Occupant protection rates have traditionally been measured by conducting personal 
observations at select locations throughout our county.  The chart below represents survey 
numbers conducted in May of each year shown and the pre-campaign versus the post 
campaign, as gathered by VSP in the county.  Overall usage is up each year following 2013, but 
there is a significant drop during each post survey. 
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As shown above child safety restraint violations have continued to drop over the last three 
years, with safety belt violations continuing to fluctuate.  Part of the decreases can be 
attributed to overtime enforcement activities conducted by this agency, funded by DMV grants.  
Deputies continually receive training throughout the year at specialty and in-service classes 
regarding the importance of enforcing occupant protection. 
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PLANNING: 
When planning Occupant Protection specialized enforcement, we utilize target areas and times 
based on statistics provided by the Virginia Highway Safety Office.  By utilizing this data, we can 
concentrate deputies in statistic driven areas where we have seen crashes and injuries related 
to failure to wear safety belts. The below chart shows the last four year’s data including 
unrestrained fatalities and serious injuries continuing to decrease.   

 



TRAINING: 
During 2016, we had two deputies complete the New River Criminal Justice Academy’s basic 
law enforcement class, which included specialized training in occupant protection.  All deputies 
assigned to our patrol division have had training in occupant protection, in addition to deputies 
assigned in our civil, warrants, street crimes, and investigations divisions.   
 
PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION: 
The Montgomery County Sheriff’s Office does countless public events throughout the county to 
emphasize the importance of occupant protection.  Two of our larger festivals are Steppin’ Out 
in Blacksburg and Wilderness Trail in Christiansburg.  These events reach thousands of 
community members each day and provide us an opportunity to reach age ranges from infant 
to senior.   
 
 
 
 

 
 
    
 
In addition to the community events, we are continuously speaking in our county schools at all 
levels, stressing the importance of occupant protection.  Our SRO directed YOVASO program in 
our county middle and high schools work diligently to explain to our next generation of drivers 
the importance of occupant protection.  We also take advantage of our social media accounts 
through Facebook and Twitter to spread our message and reaching countless numbers of 
followers.   

 
 
ENFORCEMENT: 
In 2016, the Montgomery County Sheriff’s Office issued 22 adult seat belt tickets and three 
child seat summonses, down from 2015, where a combined 53 were issued.  We hope that 
through our public education and continued emphasis in our traffic safety messages, this drop 
can be directly attributed to the work we have put in.  During 2016, 36 DMV grant funded 
occupant protection patrols were worked, resulting in nine summonses in target areas during 
target times.  Overall there were 147 citizen contacts made in the target areas during this grant 
funded work.  This is in addition to patrol units working normal traffic enforcement during their 
daily work schedules. 



OUTCOME: 
Montgomery County saw only one unrestrained fatality in 2016, which was down from four in 
2015.  In addition, the unrestrained related crashes have gone from 41 in 2015, to 33 in 2016.  
We see this as a success based on the overall amount of crashes in 2015 being 1744 and 2016 
being 1568.  This equates to only 2% in 2016 crashes having an unrestrained occupant.  Our 
office mission statement includes: 
 

At its core, our mission is to prevent and reduce crime, and through a 

partnership with our community, create a better quality of life for all citizens. 

 

Our mission includes: 

 Effective crime prevention programs 

 Proactive school safety initiatives 

 Deputies approachable by the public 

 Accountable to all citizens 
  

Our mission emphasizes partnering with our community and creating a better quality of life, 
along with being accountable to all citizens.  This agency will continually strive to push our 
overall seatbelt usage above 95% through our diligent work giving our county a better quality of 
life.  In doing so we will keep the commitment to our citizens and preventing senseless injuries 
and deaths by persons not wearing a safety belt. 
 

 



Montgomery County Sheriff’s Office 

Occupant Protection Policy 

 

The Montgomery County Sheriff’s Office does have policy specifically related to the 

expectations of deputies when coming into contact with unrestrained drivers, passengers, and 

children. 

 



The Montgomery County Sheriff’s Office has written policy mandating the use of safety belts by 

deputies. 

 



MONTGOMERY COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE 
An Accredited Agency 

C.H. “Hank” Partin, Sheriff 

 

 

SPEED AWARENESS 

 
The Montgomery County Sheriff’s Office is a full service agency, providing law enforcement, 
civil service, courthouse security, jail operations, and specialized teams.  Our county spans 392 
square miles, including the Town of Christiansburg and the Town of Blacksburg, where high 
concentrations of people reside.  Those areas outside the corporate town limits are generally 
considered more rural and less densely populated.  According to the 2016 census, 
approximately 98,602 people reside in our county, with estimates showing us breaking the 
100,000 mark in the next three years.   
 
There are several major roads which dissect the county including: Interstate 81, US Routes 11 
and 460, major State Routes 8, 114, and 177, along with multiple other state routes connecting 
us to our surrounding neighbors.   
 
PROBLEM IDENTIFICATION: 
The Montgomery County Sheriff’s Office currently has 36 deputies assigned to our patrol 
division, with traffic enforcement being one of their many responsibilities.  We are able to 
utilize several different strategies in identifying our problem areas where speed directly impacts 
the community.  Our RADAR and LIDAR operators work continuously in known problem areas 
and conduct applicable enforcement on a daily basis.  Most of this enforcement is concentrated 
where our highest amount of vehicles travel, US Routes 11 and 460, and state routes 8, 114, 
and 177.  These roads see the largest daily traffic count due to work and college commuters, 
along with select fall weekends adding another 60,000 travelers into our county during home 
Virginia Tech football games.  
 

 
 
Our biggest resource is our citizens who request enforcement on our smaller roads.  This 
agency is able to deploy our Stealth Stat unit in neighborhoods where we receive complaints.  
This unit provides accurate data to identify true times and need for enforcement.  As seen in 
the charts below, the identified area, once monitored could have a true speed problem, or it 
could just be a perceived problem.  In either event, we meet with the citizen or group to go 
over the data and explain it, so that they know the results.  We also pass this data along to our 



patrol division, for knowledge in enforcement they may do.

  

 



PLANNING: 
When planning specialized enforcement for speed for DMV overtime, we utilize target areas 
and times based on statistics provided by the Virginia Highway Safety Office.  By utilizing this 
data, we can concentrate deputies in statistic driven areas where we have seen crashes and 
injuries related to speed. The below chart shows the last four year’s data including speed 
related fatalities continuing to decrease, with a small increase in serious injuries. 

 



80 speed enforcement patrols took place during 2016, which were funded from DMV grants on 
both county roads and interstate 81.  These overtime activities resulted in 227 various charges, 
71 of which were speeding charges and 10 reckless driving charges. 
 
TRAINING: 
During 2016, we had two deputies complete the New River Criminal Justice Academy’s basic 
law enforcement class, which included specialized training in RADAR and LIDAR.  All deputies 
assigned to our patrol division have been trained in RADAR, along with select deputies assigned 
in our civil, warrants, street crimes, and investigations divisions.  There were also 40 deputies 
who completed RADAR operator re-certification, two speed measurement instructor re-
certifications and five deputies who completed their speed estimations for operator status.  
Our agency has four deputies which are LIDAR instructors as well. 
 
PUBLIC INFORMATION AND EDUCATION: 
The Montgomery County Sheriff’s Office does countless public events throughout the county to 
emphasize the importance of operating vehicles at safe speeds and not driving distracted.  One 
of our major events is our YOVASO crash re-creation to press home the impact of what bad 
decisions can have.  This program is focused toward high school juniors and seniors.   
 

 
 
We also participate in multiple community events in our county where we reach age ranges 
from infant to senior.  From large scale multi-day events, to talking to school groups, we feel 
every contact counts when spreading the message of traffic safety.  We also take advantage of 
our social media accounts through Facebook and Twitter to spread our message and reach 
countless numbers of followers.   
 

 



ENFORCEMENT: 
In 2016, the Montgomery County Sheriff’s Office issued 178 speeding summonses throughout 
the county, with 71 of those coming from the overtime grant funded enforcement.  Deputies 
assigned in our patrol division issued the other 107 while conducting their normal duties.  We 
have seen a continuous drop in overall speed related crashes over the last four years and a 
reduction of fatal speed related crashes by 50% from 2015 to 2016.  However, we have noticed 
our serious injury crashes which are speed related have increased from 14 to 18.  This will be 
used to direct overtime enforcement this budget year, not only times but also locations. 

 
 
 
OUTCOME: 
Montgomery County saw only two speed related fatalities in 2016, which was down from four 
in 2015.  As in any case we would like to see that number be zero, but in reality that probably 
will not be an attainable goal.  In addition, speed related crashes have gone down as well, a 
trend we will hopefully continue seeing as our deputies make more presentations to our 
citizens.   
 

At its core, our mission is to prevent and reduce crime, and through a 

partnership with our community, create a better quality of life for all citizens. 

 

Our mission includes: 

 Effective crime prevention programs 

 Proactive school safety initiatives 

 Deputies approachable by the public 

 Accountable to all citizens 
  

Our mission emphasizes partnering with our community and creating a better quality of life, 
along with being accountable to all citizens.  This agency will continually strive to reduce all 
speed related crashes and offenses through our diligent work giving our county a better quality 
of life.  In doing so we will keep the commitment to our citizens and preventing senseless 
injuries and deaths by persons driving at excessive speeds. 
 



Montgomery County Sheriff’s Office 

Speed Policy 

The Montgomery County Sheriff’s Office does have policy specifically related to the 

expectations of deputies when coming into contact with drivers involved in speed related 

offenses and the use of speed measurement devices. 
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